March 26, 2006
To Whom it May Concern:
Rarely does one have the opportunity to recommend someone as qualified for a teaching position
as Virgil Buell. It was apparent to me when I first looked at his resume in Nov. of 2004, that he
had exceptional knowledge and experience. As a Middle School math facilitator, I had the
privilege of sitting in on his interview for a position as a Title I math teacher. Throughout the
interview he continued to impress not only with his extensive knowledge of mathematics, but
also with his vast knowledge of educational practices. He has studied widely on educational
theory, and has applied what he has learned to his classroom experiences. The other striking
impression that he left on me then, was his need to bring curiosity-seeking into his classroom.
Virgil has a multitude of unique items that he chooses to bring to his students to pique their
curiosity and to help make connections to the real world.
As a teacher, Virgil constantly works to adjust his theoretical knowledge to practical uses. He
questions those theories and seeks to modify his classroom experiences to best suit his students.
Many times he has expressed to me that he wants to do what’s best for his students, and that he is
open to any ideas from anyone with more experience that will help him accomplish his goals.
Virgil does not blindly enter into any new practice, but looks objectively at its value, and then
reworks the ideas to fit his needs. He is especially adept at using the computer to generate data or
make classroom games.
As a coworker this year at RBMS, we have spoken many times this year about educational
theory and practical application. Although I have more than 30 years experience in the
elementary and Middle School classroom, I have learned as much from Virgil as he has learned
from me.
There is no doubt in my mind that Virgil Buell will continue to add to his “bag of tricks” and
modify his style to find the best fit for students in his charge. He cares deeply about what he is
doing as an educator and always has the best interest of his students in mind. Virgil will always
advocate for his students and for the best educational system we can provide.
In closing, it is my belief that Virgil Buell would be an extremely positive influence on any
school faculty.
Sincerely,

Gary Lamoureaux
6th Grade Math Teacher
Running Brushy Middle School
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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter of recommendation on behalf of Virgil Buell. I have known Mr. Buell
since he began mentoring a second grade child on my campus seven years ago. I was impressed with
his commitment to helping this child: he could be counted on to show up on a weekly basis without
fail, and even began spending extra time at lunch and recess helping a struggling child find
acceptance. Since that time, I have seen him give much of his free time, not only mentoring several
children, but also working with small and large groups of children in a variety of ways.
He regularly comes to school and performs various science experiments with all of the
second grade classes. His presentations are professionally thought out, and he tailors them to the
children’s interests and abilities, while still providing them with a challenge.
His expertise in math caused my second grade teaching team to hire him as a math specialist
on a part time basis for one school year when we had grant money available; he provided a valuable
resource for each of us by working with us in our classrooms with small groups of children who
were having difficulties learning math. His understanding of math and the way children learn was an
invaluable resource.
He has also volunteered to work for several years with small groups of gifted and talented
children in my classroom, challenging them with math games and activities on a weekly basis. His
consistent support has been invaluable, and the children involved always look forward to their time
with him.
As teachers, my team and I have been able to call on him for advice and solutions concerning
computer problems we’ve experienced, both at school and at home.
He went out of his way to provide us with a program he designed when he saw our need for
generating math problems.
I have had numerous conversations with Mr. Buell concerning education and teaching; he sincerely
desires to see all children be successful, and I know he goes out of his way to accomplish this task.
Mr. Buell is a gifted teacher who takes his job seriously and strives to provide the best possible
experience for all of the children in the classroom. He will be an invaluable asset to the campus that is lucky
enough to hire him!
Sincerely,

Margaret Vargo
Carver Elementary
Georgetown, TX
512-943-5070 (school)
512-863-6137 (home)

To Whom It May Concern,
I have known Virgil Buell for four years. I have had many
opportunities to observe him within the school environment. He
always demonstrates exceptional use of skills in his planning and
quality of teaching. Mr. Buell seeks and sets for himself additional
tasks involving student learning. He is thorough, organized,
dependent, and versatile in his planning and execution of lessons
within the classroom. I have always known him to be well read and
exceptionally well informed in all instructional areas.
Mr. Buell will make an outstanding teacher not only because of the
skill he possesses, but also because of his love and desire to work
with all levels of children. His passion and professionalism are
obvious and commendable.
If I can be of any further service, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Traci Shillingburg
Williams Elementary School
Georgetown, TX
(512) 943-5160
Note: Mrs. Shillingburg now works at Ford Elementery, GISD.
Her phone number is 512-943-5180 x7909.

Running Brushy Middle School
Leander Independent School District
2303 N. Lakeline Blvd.
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
(512) 435-4700
Karin Johnson
Principal

Tom Glenn
Superintendent

Dear Ms. Wood:
I am writing on behalf of my co-worker, Virgil Buell. Because I work with at-risk and Title 1
students, I have the opportunity to spend time in Mr. Buell’s classes, so I know first-hand his
qualifications for being a part of the elementary QUEST program.
When Mr. Buell was hired for the job of Title 1 Math Adventures teacher, he was a brand new
teacher thrust into a position with no set curriculum or guidelines. Other obstacles he had to face
were traveling to two campuses and adapting to differing personnel and student populations.
Along the way, with minor bumps and bruises, Virgil strengthened his skills in communication
and flexibility.
In my opinion, QUEST students need a special breed of teacher. Someone who appreciates their
quirky senses of humor and eccentric views of ordinary subjects. Someone who swims upstream
while others swim downstream. Someone who has a hunger for continuous learning, exploration,
and knowledge. Someone who “gets” QUESTS students. That someone is Virgil Buell.
To call Mr. Buell unconventional is an understatement. He is always asking, “Why are we doing
it this way?” “How is this going to benefit the students?” “How is this going to help me teach so
my students can learn?”
Mr. Buell does not want to settle for average or typical. He has such genuine qualities of a
perpetual student, always wanting to know more. Virgil Buell possesses so many of the qualities
that QUEST represents. He truly IS a QUEST student, which in turn, will make him an
exemplary QUEST teacher.

Thank you,
Stephany Gaines
At-Risk Coordinator
Running Brushy Middle School
512-434-5326 ext. 52728
stephany.gaines@leanderisd.org

NOTE: QUEST is the
Gifted and Talented
Program within
Leander ISD
- Virgil
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April 12, 2004
To Whom It May Concern:
I am currently a second grade teacher at Carver Elementary in Georgetown, Texas. I have
had 23 years of teaching experience in kindergarten through fifth grade. I am pleased to
recommend Virgil Buell for a position within your school. I have been associated with
Virgil for the past seven years. He has been a valuable resource in many ways at Carver
Elementary.
In 1997 Virgil mentored a student in my classroom. He came several times each week
during our lunch and recess time. He was always punctual. He developed a good rapport
with all the children in my class. They all looked forward to “Mr. Virgil’s” visits.
The next year his mentee’s sister was in my class. He came regularly to visit with her
even though her brother was on another campus. Again he was punctual and developed a
good rapport with the children.
Over the past seven years Virgil has presented special programs for our second grade
classes to compliment units we were teaching. He had well prepared lesson plans and
presented excellent programs for the students. His programs included a presentation on
rocket propulsion and the firing of a rocket, a lesson on sublimation using dry ice, a
lesson on how bees make honey (With this lesson he brought his bee hive, minus the
bees, and all the equipment needed to be beekeeper.), and a presentation with rabbits he
raised.
During the 2000-2001 school year Virgil volunteered to teach a second grade GT math
and science enrichment class for an hour once a week. He started the year with 16
students and had 26 by the end of the year. He was well organized, punctual, and had
quality lessons planned each week. The students looked forward to his weekly lessons. In
addition, Virgil helped with Math Pentathlon once a week for an hour. Outside the school
day he tutored students in math at all levels from lower elementary through high school.
The following school year Carver Elementary received a remedial math grant. Virgil was
hired to teach remedial math to our second grade students four days each week from
October through April. He met with small groups of students throughout the school day.
He was responsible for the planning, organizing, and teaching. He developed lesson plans
to meet the needs of his individual students. He had to work with seven classroom
teachers to coordinate when children would be pulled from their classrooms. He ran this
program competently.
Not only has Virgil been an excellent volunteer and teacher for the students, he has also
provided computer assistance to our faculty. He has helped individual teachers solve

computer problems and has conducted a workshop on how to use the scanner and digital
cameras for the whole faculty.
Virgil would make an excellent addition to any faculty. He has knowledge and expertise
in many areas. He always does his best, is trustworthy, professional, and is committed to
any job he says he will do.
I would be glad to have you call me if you have any questions. My home phone number
is 512-863-3199.
Sincerely,

Kathy D. Carriker
105 Parque Court

Georgetown, Texas 78626

NOTE: Mrs. Carriker retired from GISD in 2004 and now
resides in Dripping Springs, Texas. Her home phone number is
512-858-4556 and her cell number is 512-864-4723.

Dr. Philip M. Powell
Running Brushy
Middle School
2303 N. Lakeline
Cedar Park, Tx. 78613
To whom it may concern:
This is a letter of strongest support for Virgil Buell, 6-8th grade math teacher at Running
Brushy Middle School. I have known Virgil for more than a year, have spoken to him many
times and know how both students and faculty feel about him.
Virgil also served as a destination imagination coach this year and I have spoken with his
students in order to seek their views about him.
Everyone says the same thing about Virgil. First -he cares. Comment after comment about
Virgil begins with statements about how much he cares about kids, teaching, moral values,
thinking, and the country.
He gives his time to help anyone who needs it. Virgil also shows a few other things which
show a real concern for folks-patience and a sensitive intelligence. He also explains
complicated ideas quite well, and loves to see others learn.
Often, I have seen how Virgil explains an idea; he goes to the board, watches the face and
questions a person asks, and then tailors his answers based on the verbal and nonverbal
behaviors of the listener.
In a word, Virgil is extremely intelligent, and he is definitely committed to the development
of all people, not just his own students.
Finally, to be this way, Virgil works hard, very hard; indeed, it is his preferred way of living.
Since Virgil works hard, thinks deeply, cares for folks and has a real passion for learning, I
can only recommend him with considerable enthusiasm.
Virgil Buell is one of the very best teachers around.
Sincerely,

Philip M. Powell, Ph.D.
7/8th grade QUEST teacher
Leander ISD

